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EXECUTIVE

President - Carolyn Farris, 250-546-6083; cfarris@telus.net

Vice president – Vacant

Secretary – Vacant

Treasurer - Sue Wiebe

Membership Secretary - Chris Williams

Past President - Glenn Gytenbeek 250-546-9891; gcgardenedge@telus.net

Newsletter Editor – Dianne Lockton

Website Manager - Mary Jane Duford

Directors - Heather Freeman, Paul Peacock   

Sunshine - Dianne Lockton and Heather Hayes

Door Prizes - Sue Rook
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GENERAL MEETINGS

First Tuesday of the month September to June in Odd Fellows Hall, Armstrong 

except January.

EXECUTIVE MEETING – 5:30 PM before General Meeting

Executive and Membership meetings were replaced by a club social December 5th.

Next meeting February 6, 2024.

EXECUTIVE REPORT

We want to wish everyone a great holiday season with family and friends and all 

the best for a happy, healthy 2024 to come.  Thanks to everyone who came out for 

the Social.  The food was great and lots of visiting.  We also thank Dianne Lockton 

for taking on the newsletter.

Volunteers are still needed for the executive and specific tasks.

We are looking forward for a new speaker who will be sharing tips on how to start 

your own plants from seed for the February meeting.

Carolyn, Sue Wiebe, Paul Peacock, Heather Freeman and Gekn Gytenbeek

There was a good turnout for the festive social.  Thank you to everyone who 

attended and brought delicious appetizers and desserts.



MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

Next meeting February 6, 2024

The Armstrong Spallumcheen Museum & Art Gallery is hosting their 2nd annual 

Gingerbread House Festival December 5 to 30th.  Our garden club has a very cute 

house entered again. Don’t forget to visit the museum and vote for it before 

December 19
th

.

A big thank you to Brenda Hobbs and Heather Freeman for all of their work that 

went in to building the gingerbread house and garden.



  

  

GARDENING INFORMATION

How to Tell Thanksgiving Cactus from Christmas Cactus

Does your Christmas cactus start blooming in November? It might not be the plant you think 
it is.

By Derek Carwood 
www.bhg.com
 

https://www.bhg.com/author/derek-carwood/


During the shortest days of the year, you can count on the colorful flowers of a Christmas 
cactus to brighten the holidays—but there are times when it seems to bloom about a month 
too early. What gives? If your plant seems to be jumping the gun, it's likely not a Christmas 
cactus at all—it's a Thanksgiving cactus. These two plants are very similar in appearance, 
but there are a few key characteristics that can clear up their true identities. Still, no matter 
which one it turns out to be, your cactus will likely reward you with colorful 
blooms throughout the colder, darker months of the year.

Closely Related, Yet Different Plants

Christmas cactus and Thanksgiving cactus are closely related, so it's easy to mistake them 
for the same plant. Both grow wild in the mountains of southeastern Brazil, so they prefer 
things on the cool and shady side, unlike the cacti found in desert habitats. This is partly why 
they make such easy-care houseplants, though they do need more regular watering than a 
desert cactus would.

Both of these holiday cactus plants have flattened, spineless, segmented green stems, 
and technically they don't have leaves. They have similar-looking flowers bloom in shades of 
pink, red, yellow, or white. At first glance, the flowers and stems look the same, but each of 
these features offers clues to help you distinguish them from one another.

A Thanksgiving cactus flower has yellow pollen.

https://www.bhg.com/gardening/flowers/perennials/difference-between-succulents-and-cacti/
https://www.bhg.com/gardening/houseplants/care/watering-houseplants/
https://www.bhg.com/gardening/houseplants/projects/easiest-houseplants-you-can-grow/
https://www.bhg.com/gardening/houseplants/projects/blooming-houseplants/
https://www.bhg.com/gardening/houseplants/projects/blooming-houseplants/
https://www.bhg.com/gardening/plant-dictionary/houseplant/christmas-cactus/
https://www.bhg.com/gardening/plant-dictionary/houseplant/christmas-cactus/


Thanksgiving Cactus vs. Christmas Cactus

Thanksgiving cactus (Schlumbergera truncata) was once commonly called the "crab claw 
cactus," or "crab cactus," before it started being marketed around Thanksgiving. It also goes 
by zygocactus. You can identify it by the pointy "teeth" on the sides of each stem segment. 
These teeth are soft, not sharp, and can vary in size, but are almost always visible to some 
degree.

A Christmas cactus on the other hand, comes from a species called Schlumbergera 
russelliana with some S. truncata, and possibly a couple of other species, mixed in. The 
resulting hybrid is known as Schlumbergera x buckleyi and can be hard to find for sale. Its 
stem segments lack pointed teeth, with more scalloped or rounded edges.

Another way to tell which sort of cactus you have is to look carefully at the flowers, which 
can bloom anytime in the fall or early winter. Protruding from each blossom, a cluster of 
long, thin anthers will be tipped with pollen. If the color of the pollen is yellow, you more 
than likely have a Thanksgiving cactus, and if it's pink, you've got a Christmas cactus.

Types of Zygocactus

When figuring out if you're actually growing a Christmas cactus or a Thanksgiving cactus, 
the age of your plant is another clue. In recent years, all sorts of new varieties have been 
produced with characteristics that blur the differences between the two species. These are 
what you're more likely to find for sale nowadays, instead of the original species-type plants. 
So if your plant is a young one from a garden center or grocery store, chances are it's a 
major mishmash between Christmas and Thanksgiving cactus species, and maybe a few 
other related species.

But if Grandma gave you a cutting off that 50-year-old plant growing on her kitchen counter, 
you might actually have a straight-up Thanksgiving or Christmas cactus with nothing else 
mixed in. It's also possible it could be yet another look-alike plant known as the Easter 
cactus, which typically blooms in spring.

Whether you have a Thanksgiving cactus or a Christmas cactus or something with a blended 
pedigree, you'll enjoy these plants for what they are: easy-to-grow houseplants that often 
grace the holidays with their lovely flowers. These long-lived plants can be passed down 
from generation to generation, or shared with friends from a small stem cutting rooted in 
a bit of damp potting soil.

---------------------------------------------------------------------

Members of the Armstrong & District Garden Club receive discounts 

at a number of local garden centres:

https://www.bhg.com/gardening/yard/soil/best-potting-soil/
https://www.bhg.com/gardening/houseplants/care/how-to-propagate-succulents/
https://www.bhg.com/gardening/houseplants/projects/houseplants-you-cant-kill/
https://www.bhg.com/kitchen/remodeling/planning/timeless-kitchen-trends/
https://www.bhg.com/gardening/landscaping-projects/inexpensive/how-to-save-money-when-plant-shopping/
https://www.bhg.com/gardening/houseplants/festive-flowering-houseplants/
https://www.etsy.com/listing/855053968/4-6-8-pot-of-rooted-true-christmas#_blank
https://www.walmart.com/ip/9GreenBox-White-Christmas-Cactus-Plant-Zygocactus-4-Pot/122665529
https://www.bhg.com/thanksgiving/crafts/thanksgiving-history-and-traditions/


 Shepherd’s Home Hardware Outdoor Living   in Armstrong: 15% Discount on 

Regularly-Priced Garden Plants

 Blue Mountain Nursery   in Armstrong: 10% Discount on all products

Show your membership card at the till before the cashier rings up the total and kindly 

request your membership discount.  Let us know if you have any difficulties getting the 

discount.

http://www.bluemountainnursery.ca/
http://www.shepherdshardware.ca/index.html#bookolc

